
TO SING OR NOT TO SING?  OH, NEVER NOT TO SING!

Sounds of success - “Wish we could have this
every Sunday” - From overwhelming response by both
singers and those attending the Sunday worship service
at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach,
the Fourth Annual Florida District Choral Festival on
February 27-28 ranked as an unqualified success.  Of
the 55 official registrants, some had to return home
Saturday night, and others decided to be part of the
audience. Combined with the singers in the Vero Beach
Fellowship, a chorus of 74 singers joined their voices to
honor the music of UU composers.

They traveled from all over the state – singers,
musicians and choral directors from Gainesville,
Lakeland, Nature Coast, Orlando, Ormond Beach, Palm
Beach, Rockledge, Tallahassee, Tampa, Venice, Vero
Beach and West Melbourne.

Ann E. Hossler, director of music at UUFVB, hosted
several fellow musicians who conducted or accompanied during the service - Deborah Berioli (Venice),
Sara Blackwelder (Orlando), Ruth Lewis (Gainesville), Amy Menard (Tallahassee) and Jamie Sterrett
(Orlando).  Sterritt also served as drummer, with Rich Mermer (Vero Beach) on the steel guitar. 

After-dinner entertainment

Saturday night’s talent show was fun with varied, impressive
performances by Deborah Berioli (singing flat routine for soprano), Sara
Blackwelder (“As If We Never Said Goodbye,” song from Sunset
Boulevard with piano accompaniment), Dan Eisaman (shuttle bagpipe),
Dave Hoffman (guitar and “UU Blues”), Pete Kersey (Lewis Carroll’s
“Jabberwock”), Pauline Masterson (“Naked Lyrics”), Amy Menard (Irish
fiddlin’), Rosie and Bill Murphy (Sonny and Cher routine), Bill Murphy
(“The Parting Glass”), John Seebe and Cathy Stanton (a song from
Hymns for the Cerebration of Strife), Joan Walsh and Steve LaPointe
(“Almost Like Being in Love”). (See photos on page 14.)

The organization of music, home stays/lodging, food, entertainment,
and rehearsal break presented many challenges but every volunteer
rose to the occasion, each giving many hours to its success.  Northeast
Cluster president Allie Gore and her husband, Bob, drove the three
hours from Ocala to enjoy a Cluster/District event.
 

At a four-hour rehearsal on Saturday afternoon, Deborah Berioli works with Choir Festival singers on “Trust the Seeds” by
UU composer Elizabeth Alexander – “When the planting’s over, you must trust the seeds.”.

All dressed up for an early Sunday morning rehearsal
with Sara Blackwelder conducting “We Live in
Possibility” with music by David Zabriskie, words by Ann
Hossler – “We then must come to know what is, to learn
to love what’s here.”

With music, all things are possible,
including holding your sweet baby
while rehearsing for a concert.



A view from the balcony, with Ruth Lewis at the piano and Jamie
Sterritt conducting “A Moment Comes, a Moment Goes” – “Century by century, the only thing that stood between the dark of
disrespect and the grace of Good was Humility and Love.”  Sterritt wrote both words and music.  His rousing “Mansion of
Faith”was the postlude and brought the congregation to its feet with applause.

The idea for a statewide UU choral festival originated in Gainesville in 2007 as the brainchild of
Gainesville music minister Ruth Lewis, who tested the waters with an area festival.  It was successful,
and a District-wide Festival was held in Orlando in 2008 and in Clearwater in 2009. 

The coming together of UUs from all over Florida to make music together fostered a spiritual connection
for those involved, and a strong commitment to look to next year's festival.  Watch your Breeze for
updates and information.

- Rosie Murphy

Lining up in the hallway leading to the lobby and thence
into the sanctuary, processing in, two by two, to beautiful
harmony and words - “Gathered here in the mystery of the
hour”



2010 UU Calendar for Quick Cluster Check
(All Florida UUs are welcome to attend any Cluster, District or UUA meeting.)

March
  4 Dr. Barbara Purdy, Ice Age anthropological expert - UUF Vero Beach - 7 p.m. - no charge - “Vero in

the Ice Age” - at 5 p.m. experts will identify fossils and artifacts brought in by public - presentation will
focus on immediate preservation of important Indian River County archaeological sites

 6 Spring Meeting of the Southwest Florida Cluster - Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota - 10
a.m.-2:30 p.m. -“Focus on Children:  How to Strengthen Our RE Programs” - register by Sunday,
Feb. 28 -$15 registration includes light morning fare and lunch.  Facilitator:  Jennifer Dant, Director,
Religious Education, UUC Greater Naples - 941-371-4974 - www.uusarasota.com

  6 Ray Kurzweil, inventor and author - UUF Vero Beach -  4 and 7 p.m. - Celebrated Speakers Series -
$60

  9 Dr. Rory Stewart - UUF Vero Beach - 6:30 p.m. - Special Engagement Series - fund raiser for Laura
(Riding) Jackson Foundation and Turquoise Mountain Fndtn - $50 plus $50 for reception

11 Michael Jepson, marine anthropologist, “In Their Own Words,” video about Florida fishing families -
UUF Vero Beach - Florida Humanities Series - 7 p.m. - free and open to the public

13 Florida District Workshop - “Building the World We Dream About” - 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - UU
Fellowship of Boca Raton - Dr. Mark A. Hicks, facilitator - $50 for up to three people per
congregation, plus $10 for each additional person. 

15-16  Master Classes by Metropolitan Opera Tenor Marcello Giordani - UUF Vero Beach - 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. - $30 one day, $55 two days - Luncheon with Marcello $25 - to benefit the Deborah Voigt/Vero
Beach Opera Foundation’s Protégée Mentoring Program

20 CLUSTER WALK - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. - Princess Place Preserve in Flagler County - for all hikers and
walkers from any Northeast Cluster congregation - and others welcome!

27 West Central Cluster’s Annual Ethics Workshop - UU Church of Tampa - Dr. Robert Tucker - “Making
Ethical Decisions”

27 Jim Lehrer - television journalist and author - UUF Vero Beach - Celebrated Speakers Series -    4
and 7 p.m. - $60

April
  8 Patsy West, Seminole scholar, “From Hard Times to Hard Rock” - UUF Vero Beach - Florida

Humanities Series - 7 p.m. - free and open to the public
  9-11  Florida District Assembly and Annual Meeting with UUA Moderator Gini Courter, Miami
17 UU Church of Tampa and the Tampa Humanist Association - Dr. Robert Tucker - “America is Not a

Christian Nation” and “Ways of Knowing – How Religion and Science Differ”
 May
  8  Northeast Cluster Spring Gathering, West Volusia (DeLand)

June
23-27  UUA General Assembly, Minneapolis, MN

Why isn’t there ever anything about my UU church in the Breeze? - Because no one is submitting information
about your church, fellowship, congregation or society.The deadline is the 25th of the month, but we can usually
stretch a little for late-breaking news. 
Some glimpses below of the Choir Festival Talent Show - John, Cathy, Dan, Amy. Joan, Rosie and Bill


